
 

 

Background Information 

Calvary Presbyterian Church (CPC) is made up of approximately 460 members attending Tagalog and 
English services in Wilmington, CA, and English vesper services in Cerritos, CA. The congregation 
attending CPC Wilmington is 98% Filipino ethnicity of first, second, and third generation immigrants 
spans. The church, largely made up of commuting members from around Southern California, has 
membership from low, mid, and higher income classes, with most of them concentrated around the lower 
and middle-class economic statuses. Since many CPC members commute from home, most drive their 
own cars or use public transportation to attend church services and events. Commuters come from all over 
southern California - from LA all the way down from San Diego - and thus a large portion of this church 
has access to personal transportation. In light of the number of members who commute to church, only 4 
families actually live within a 15-minute walk from the main church facility. 

Despite the low number of members living within the local area, CPC is proud to be a part of the 
Wilmington neighborhood, and is making efforts to address the socioeconomic needs of the people 
surrounding the church. CPC partners with the South Bay Literacy club to hold bi-weekly ESL classes 
within the church’s classrooms and with local homeless shelters like Beacon Light to support efforts to 
combat homelessness and hunger. Additionally, the church holds annual community appreciation days in 
order to highlight community members and affairs - 2017’s Community Appreciation Day, for example, 
was celebrated in partnership with local nonprofits and Harry Bridges Middle School. 
 
Calvary Presbyterian Church is located in Wilmington, CA - a small Los Angeles neighborhood covering 
9.14 square miles1. Adjacent to the Wilmington Oil Field, Wilmington was once a bustling city of 
commerce, and it was in this economic prosperity in 1870 that Calvary Presbyterian Church was born2. 
Economic began to threaten the prosperity of the area, and soon Wilmington was transformed into the 
neighborhood it is today. 
  
Wilmington is now made up of mostly Latinos: in 2000, Latinos made up 86.6% of the population. 
Average median income in the same year was $40,627 - a low even for Los Angeles county3. Many 
comments on the LA times’ Wilmington page lament the steadily growing crime rates and feelings of 
uneasiness pervading the city.4 
  
Yet Wilmington is a community of hope. Community events and parades can often be seen lining the 
main street just outside CPC, featuring local organizations and carnival games. Harry Bridges Span 
School, built in the last few years, looks to revive the education of Wilmington’s youth. The Wilmington 
community is largely made up of families, with 19.3% headed by a single parent5. It’s clear that 
Wilmington’s notoriety ignores the presence of hardworking, ambitious members in the community. The 
city has struggled against poverty, crime rates, and even racial tensions - yet despite all this, it continues 
to thrive. With a growing population of children - the group 10 and under being the second largest 
demographic in the city6 - it’s clear that Wilmington has the potential to experience real, impactful social 
change. 
 
 
 

 
1 2010 U.S. Census 
2 http://www.cpcwilmington.org/about-us/ 
3 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/wilmington/ 
4 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/wilmington/comments/ 
5 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/wilmington/ 
6 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/wilmington/ 



 

 

Project Essay 
 

CPC’s Calvary Presbyterian Youth Fellowship (CPYF) has been hosting semi-yearly youth camps since 
the 1985. Yet due to the stark difference between the culture within the church and the culture of the 
neighborhood, CPC has historically struggled to connect its youth with those of the local community. 
However, this attitude shifted in 2017, when the church committed itself to a grand 2020 vision - to share 
Christ’s love to all people, all generations, at all times, everywhere. This opened the door for the church 
to seek out more meaningful partnerships with the local community. 
  
As a result, the CPYF is now looking to specifically invite youth from two congregations to join this 
year’s camp: 3 members from Agape, a Wilmington Spanish ministry that uses CPC’s building for 
worship, and and 5 from Korean Hope Presbyterian Church, a Cerritos Korean ministry from whom CPC 
rents space to hold Sunday vesper services. Approximately 10 members from CPC’s sister church First 
Filipino-American Presbyterian Church in Henderson, Nevada, who have joined CPC’s Youth Camps 
since the early 2000’s, will also be invited. Along with the approximately 20 members of CPYF, this new 
cross-cultural youth camp, which looks to bring together Filipino, Spanish, and Korean youth groups 
from California and Nevada, is seen as a chance to connect youth from different congregations and 
cultures. 

 
Current camp fees are $170 per camper. Considering the socio-economic status of the local community 
and the fact that all camp attendees from Agape and Korean Hope will be first-time attendees, the $1,300 
requested will be used to subsidize their youth camp payment costs. 
  
Previous CPYF camps have consisted of 4 sessions and personal/group devotions from Friday evening to 
Sunday morning. These center on a main theme such as Choose Joy - John 15:10-11 (2016 theme) and 
Search Me, Try Me, Lead Me - Psalm 139:23-24 (2014 Camp). Camp sessions are also often led by a 
number of group speakers; currently associate pastor Genesis Auste and youth ministry worker Melissa 
Cassiano are set to be group speakers in this year’s camp. Finally, youth camp also involves a number of 
activities for campers including sports (swimming, archery, rock climbing), morning hikes, and a talent 
night called Fun Night, all of which are planned to take place in the 2018 camp as well. 

 
The CPYF Officers have created a timeline of tasks to ensure camp planning goes smoothly: by the end of 
February, the camp’s main themes and possible list of speakers will be determined. Registration and 
program meetings to discuss session topics, group devotions, etc. will begin in March. Materials such as 
transportation, camp logo, and t-shirts will be completed by the end of June, and assembly of name tags, 
folders, and final details, as well as final registrations and payments, will be completed in July. Starting in 
March, the CPYF also plans to hold a number of joint fellowships with youth groups from Agape and 
Korean Hope Presbyterian Church, in order to introduce themselves and begin forming relationships 
before camp begins. 
 
The success of this project will be determined by three factors: positive response from campers, evidence 
of continued growth after camp, and the number of youth who will join one of the church’s community 
outreach projects within 2018. These factors will be evaluated by the spiritual growth of the CPYF 
members, as well as in continued relationships and joint fellowships between the CPYF and the youth of 
the invited churches. The aim of this project is to encourage spiritual growth and unity between youth 
fellowships from churches of different cultures. This camp will help youth of different backgrounds build 
meaningful relationships, encourage closer collaboration between the church and the Wilmington 
neighborhood, and reveal how culture and unity are both informed by faith. 
 
 
 



 

 

Local Church Involvement 
 
Every single staff member for this camp will work on a volunteer basis, including group leaders, youth 
officers, outreach teams, and music ministry teams.  The only leadership receiving any monetary 
compensation for their service will be the associate pastor Genesis Auste acting as youth leader and our 
guest speakers. 
 
There are currently 2 Youth Advisors, 3 Worship team leaders, and 5 youth officers working on camp 
related-projects for a total of 10 youth-specific volunteers from the church. Youth officers and advisors 
spend approximately two hours per week planning CPYF affairs, including both camp logistics and 
programming. Worship team members spend approximately two hours per week rehearsing and 
performing in the music ministry, as well as preparing for the worship nights at the camp.  All current 
CPC volunteers also spend approximately 4 hours per week attending a Friday Night Bible study for the 
CPYF. Additionally, church representatives from Agape Church, Korean Hope Presbyterian Church, and 
FFAPC may also attend the camp as volunteer group leaders. 
  
CPC has already subsidized the down payment for the camp’s location, enabling the CPYF to reserve a 
campsite well in advance. The money for this generous subsidy came directly from tithes and offerings 
from CPC members. Tithes and offerings have also been set apart specifically for camp needs such as 
transportation, snacks, and supplies. In keeping with past CPYF camp trends, we plan to secure at least 5 
personal sponsorships to pay for an individual camper’s fees from generous members of the church.  
  
CPC and its youth ministry emphasize the importance of accountability within ministry. To that end, 
every youth officer has signed a contract affirming their commitment to clear communication and ethical 
practices during their time as volunteers. Multiple worship team leaders and advisors work together to 
ensure multiple perspectives and accounts are provided for every decision made. Every monetary 
donation made must be confirmed by two or more officers to the Treasurer of CPC, ensuring that all 
finances are accounted for by multiple witnesses. Finally, each volunteer is expected to live Godly lives, 
attending Sunday worship services, Sunday School classes, and weekly Bible studies in order to maintain 
the focus of their service on Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


